MINISTRY Minister awards medals for safeguarding freedom and democracy
(15 March) At a medal presentation ceremony at the MOD, Defence Minister
O F D E F E N CE Jaroslav Nad presented the personalities who made outstanding

o F TH E S LOV AK RE PU B L| C contributions to safeguarding the values of freedom and democracy with
commemorative medals. Among the recipients were several personalities of
the Slovak National Uprising and members of the SVK Military Renewal
Association. In addition, Minister Nad’ awarded commemorative medals to
selected individuals for writing and publishing military books, promoting
military history, and raising awareness of the SNP fighters.

Mr Nad said: “Never ever should we forget the Slovak National Uprising
heroes who, thanks to their courage, have given what is most precious to us
— the opportunity to live in peace and freedom. The events of these days
point to the fragility of these ideals which our predecessors defended, with
some even making the ultimate sacrifice.”

As far as the SVK Military Renewal Association is concerned, these are '
the ex-service personnel and civilian employees in Defence who were
dismissed from Service or employment on political grounds during the Normalisation period, Minister Nad' reminded before adding that “a parallel
could be drawn between the Warsaw Pact's invasion of our territory and what our Ukrainian neighbours must be facing these days. All those who
did not hesitate then, and do not now, to take firm personal and civil stances deserve our respect and recognition.”
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A clear signal
of friendship and alliance

(17 March) Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad, Deputy Defence Minister
Marian Majer and CHOD Gen Daniel Zmeko had the pleasure of
welcoming Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin Il to the MOD. Topics
of discussion included the reaffirmation of the SVK-U.S. bilateral
relationship and the situation in Ukraine and its implications on

the Alliance's security. e Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' took part in the regular meeting of

“This is the first in-person visit by a U.S. Secretary of Defense to NATO Defence Ministers in Brussels on 16 Mar. In the face of Meeting with residents of Kaliste
Slovakia in 20 years. It is a clear signal of our friendship and alliance. A T o L U e SR R U R L e e AT ST Al (18 March) To commemorate the 77th anniversary of the burning
This meeting has given us the opportunity to discuss a whole range of  IESIERIC IO =R NN U R i s cuc XM down of Kaliste by Nazi troops in WW2, Secretary General of

very important issues that are related to the defence of Slovakia as aid for Ukraine. the MOD's Service Office Peter Kozak met residents of Kaliste at
much as to the defence of the Aliance’s Eastern Flank, and also to L N M O VA E R Lo R R e A= KA LAV 7l the SNP Museum in Banska Bystrica. He led a discussion about

the situation in Ukraine,” Minister Nad said. ) GOV IR T E T ERERCAAE CELRENRSEENTSCM the legacy and immense courage of the people who did not hesitate
| wanted te be here in person as a sign of our unity, and as a strength  EEESRISETITOY W CEVRORI T EITRUERINTSRUCINEEIRNTERECEIZ o resist bloody oppression by the Nazis. Mr Kozak said: “The legacy
of America's relationship with Slovakia, both bilaterally and as fellow ed to him in his home town of Huta by Lubica Fuskova, Director of of bravery Kaliste's residents and many others have left behind by
NATO allies. As NATO allies, we stand united in support of Ukraine to  ITTAN el VI VET NEN NS BB ESTR OSSR TEY N standing up face to face against the Nazi occupation of their country

defend itself against Russia's unjust and unprovoked invasion,” Veterans and Military Retirees Section. is an inspiration for us even today when a war is raging just a few
’\Sﬂeerettar),:lA;stlm sf;]'d' ked Secretary Austin for hi firmation of LRSI (1 W PRSI RTINS e IR RIS kilometres from our border. Let's not forget the heroism of those who
inister IVad aiso thanked secretary AUStin for Nis contirmation o with the participation of Deputy Defence Minister Marian Majer, DCHOD Lt R eo e Ra R e R e R R T R e e L

the U.S. contribution to NATO's eFP BG to be stood upin Gen Lubomir Svoboda, Commander SVK Army Maj Gen Ivan Pach and . .
Slovakia. “The capabilities they will provide us with are the niche we are | SSSRrENGNS Petra Vihova ends sk“ng season
gg;;e]rgleyi:]agké?gnzgctggt?N\QK Al_rrzréegFFPo:rcoej ': zgetga,tn‘g"ll(l,f ;lzngitnhen Rl « Thanks to their excellent shooting in the pursuit race in Norway's (20 March) Petra Vihova, member of the Dukla Military Sports
reinforcin the%efence of giovakia inits higto "he egn has‘ijsed Holmenkollen, both Dukla biathletes have gone up a lot in the rankings. Centre, has ended her skiing season successfully by placing 3rd in

9 . P . CET D ERD T ERSE R EEER RIVERRETRTGRG R EISRSeeI=Cl the giant slalom at the World Cup in France's Courchevel. For 26-

The two leaders also addressed the need to deliver on the NATO : A, " .
Capability Targets. This means a particular focus on the SVK Army and 0f 0,0,0,0 and 0,0,0,2, respectively. year-old Vlhova, this meant her 57th podium placement. In this

development of a heavy mechanised brigade. = L S R I e e e RN G e E el discipline, she eamed 5 podium placements this season alone, being
Also discussed was the obsolescence of our equipment, such as RSN NRSEETON TSV ISR IR - POR the first-place finisher at Aare, the second-place finisher at Lienz and
the Soviet-era and Russian-made S-300 anti-aircraft missile systems LURE T L TTEEY ORI G U EIVINERIEDE IV Kronplatz, and the third-place finisher at Courchevel. She was
and MiG-29 fighter jets. “Provided that we decide to stop operating in Brno undertook training in a synthetic environment, representing all hopeful of tr]umph just before lthe World Cup finals, however, she
the MiG-295, we also talked about the options open to us to fill the gap the three capab|l[t|es for delivering ATC services. They practised deln{enng placed 2nd in the overall rankings, and so the overall Crystal Globe
until the arrival of new F-16s from the USA.” he said. CIEEIEEENESE VA CEREGIICIRET GG S went to Mikaela Shiffrin. Vihova picked up the small crystal globe in
Secretary Austin also met with President Gaputova and Prime Minister including handling emergency and crisis situations in airspace. the Courchevel/Meribel ski resort — it was clear she would get it as

e On 17 Mar, the Central Military Hospital Ruzomberok closed its vac-  REEUVEESENIEWAORIETEEI

cination centre in Ruzomberok's Povazska Street, with 67,863 vaccine

doses administered over the period of more than a year, as well as closing Cadets help refugees

its vaccination centre at the MOD In-Patient Clinic Trencin. The vaccination £ (17 March) 30 AOS cadets, led

centre at the MOD Air Medical Centre Sliac is still operational. Vaccination - b by instructor Maj Jaroslav

without advance registration is available to the public every Friday. b ol ¥ Kompan from the Academy's

o Military chaplain Lt Col Marek Ignacik has left the Service after serving 3 .. Tactics and Operational Art of
as Dean of the SVK AF HQ Zvolen for 20 years. Attending the farewell, : R P War Department, have been
Chaplain in Chief of the Central Office of Ecumenical Pastoral Service in PR LAy &3 : assisting at the Refugee
the SVK Armed Forces and Armed Corps Viktor Sabo thanked him for his e 3 ’ = Registration Centre in
dedicated service and presented him with the EPS Commemorative 2N ‘% 4 Michalovce, where Ukrainian
Plague. refugees arrive by car or bus to apply for the “status of a person with
3 RO el VEW IS TR RS LRSI I El  temporary refuge” in Slovakia. The cadets have been helping to
e ” ) T — =~ have said farewell to its CSEL, Sgt Maj Richard Parafia. Sgt Maj Jozef regulate traffic and provide instructions to the refugees. The first 30
= Letanovsky is taking over the role temporarily. cadets arrived at the Centre on 14 March. From the end of last week,
Czechia to command eFP BG SVK e The Armed Forces Academy (AOS)'s Physical Training and Sports an additional 30 cadets have been deployed to the area close to
(18 March) Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad welcomed Czech Defence ggssgr%eg;ﬁ;%go?fg é?g" Qg?;‘g :t;?taéggh;;pt'ﬁ: zg;ﬁ:em;;s (f::l_- the border.
Minister Jana Cemochova to the MOD. In keeping up with the tradition, lowed by the Personnel Office & PTS Dept team in second place and Branch.spec|a||sed tra"“ng
it marked her first official foreign visit and first visit to the SVK MOD s B T L A T e 16 March) Juni Idiers h 4 on to branch ialised
since taking ofice. Both leaders talked about Russia's miltary Th :AOD has issued a traffi f i to motorists as 21 Allied road t(raininzr(f;oz mlelyﬁ;r?izeée{fadzzzp l\?l;eninoga?ris[)?\?sc S-Sg:r?;latlr?iening
aggression against Ukraine, the humanitarian aid for Ukraine, NATO's [l S ST WAl gloJMotonstsias o) et > e i
99 g OIS I I R CRE RV RIS T [ Ry PARCIYA =T ground and the Training and Mobilisation Replenishment Base

lift in Eastern Europe, and the collaboration between the SVK and A s ° . : ) .
ngIE éefencg rinduirtriZS. ° ration betwe AP OTE CEETEERUERS G TTEL RV S TTed o= LRI EIIEE Martin. 12 instructors from the SVK Army, including from

The head of the MOD extended his thanks to the Czech side for fr(:_lnlwl thO: LeéfA_l Marltin, Lzéf - gr\(/eké(ov,.lll\litra _.{\bkéince andf bac/k* ,agd Pl the mechanised units in TrebiSov, Martin, Nitra, Levice and the Tank
the Czech contribution to the stand-up of NATO's eFP BG in Slovakia, :Zeomi(::]escke KSOOSE) f;nne K?Jrceh A _r';ét;gr:;'(emlz‘)’;mgws :r’]z‘ rfl[i)fra il Battalion TrebiSov, have been involved in the training. The four-week
with the Czech Republic as the framework nafion. Slovakia will host up [ SRE b courses for mechanised specialities will be concluded with

to 600 Czech military personnel. Mr Nad said: “I'm pleased that the first : graduation ceremonies on 25 March. But before that they must cope

FULL FIELD KIT with specialist topics and pass tests, including the combat

CZE soldiers will be in Slovakia as early as the coming weeks, maybe

even earlier. We are sending out not only a clear signal of good The Full Field Kit radio programme, featured on Radio marksmanship test with firearms. The drill tasks of individual soldiers
relations, but also that of a responsible alliance that the Czech Republic BT PR S B P LT e L e e ORIl On the mechanised team include mounting and dismounting from
has shown towards Slovakia.” He highlighted the CZE Armed Forces' P A L L L R L T Ay e L LT vehicles, installing weapons onto the vehicles, and securing

very active humanitarian engagement in Slovakia, citing the deployment the Slovak-Ukrainian border. designated intersections and way points along the route.

of CZE Army personnel to Slovakia to set up and operate a tent camp
for Ukrainian refugees on the Mokrad base near Liptovsky Mikulas.
Both countries are committed to pursuing closer ties during the coming
SVK V4 Presidency and the CZE Presidency of the Council of

the European Union, as are to deepening their cooperation on
modernisation and defence industries. As part of the programme,
Minister Cernochova attended a wreath-laying ceremony at the M. R.
Stefanik Statue.

200 SVN troops to deploy to SVK

(17 March) Up to 200 Slovenian troops, twice the original strength
target, are to be deployed to Slovakia as part of NATO's eFP, which

the North Atlantic Alliance is standing up in Slovakia at our request,
Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' confirmed after a bilateral meeting with
his Slovenian counterpart Matej Tonin at the SVK MOD.

Minister Nad' said: “In the coming weeks, we will be taking steps to
support the operational deployment of Slovenian troops to Slovakia. We
are taking our bilateral relationship in the field of defence to a higher
level.” Minister Tonin said: “At the level of the Government, we have
decided to deploy an entire company to Slovakia, or up to 200 soldiers
to be exact.” According to him, Europe is paying a high price for the war
in Ukraine, adding that Slovenia is ready to send humanitarian aid to
Slovakia to help alleviate the pressures and consequences of the high
inflow of refugees.
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First NATO troops with Patriot systems start arriving in Slovakia
(20 March) The first NATO troops with the Patriot air defence system. “Due to the S-300's age, technical condition, inadequate
systems have started arriving in Slovakia, tasked with capabilities and de facto dependence on the Russian

the deployment of Patriots in the country. This process is to Federation, which is, after Russia's unprovoked aggression
continue over the coming days. The system is also to be setup  against Ukraine, absolutely unacceptable for any military
temporarily at Slia¢ Air Base, Defence cooperation, we'll seek to replace it with
Minister Jaroslav Nad' made another system, one which is fully

the announcement in a post on a social compatible with our allies and capable of
media network, noting that the Patriot delivering better defence capabilities for
system is an additional element in defence the Slovak Republic,” Minister Nad' said.

of SVK airspace, not a replacement for Germany and the Netherlands have

the old Russian-made S-300 system. provided Patriots to Slovakia as part of

“The other operational sites are being the Alliance's efforts to bolster NATO's
consulted on with Patriot experts to make = eastern flank in the face of the Ukraine war.
sure that the system's protective umbrella " Slovakia will host up to 2,100 NATO troops
covers the largest possible part of SVK as part of NATO's eFP.

territory, |nc|ud|ng the priority sites we have de3|gnated for SIovak|a is W|II|ng to transfer its S-300s to Ukraine, once
protection,” Minister Nad' said. He thanked Germany and replacements are available to it, Defence Minister Nad

the Netherlands for sending in Patriots. He went on to repeat confirmed, stressing that we need to get rid of our dependence
that the Patriot system is not a replacement for Slovakia's S-300  on Russian equipment.
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