MINISTRY Ministry of Defence launches the construction of a kindergarten
(10 Mar) The MOD is the first department in Slovakia to go
OF DEFENCE ahead with the construction of its own kindergarten for up to
(@1 1= I NO)\/-V @491 3 B [@ 60 children of MOD military and civilian personnel at Kutuzov
Barracks. The kindergarten's modular building will be made of
Ne 9 e Vol. XIl @ www.mosr.sklebulletin/ pre-assembled steel-framed modules with the AQ Building En-
ergy Rating Certificate and will embrace eco-friendly trends
such the green roof and solar panels. It will be possible to add
extra modular units to the building. As confirmed by Secretary
General of the MOD Service Office Peter Kozak, thekindergar-
ten envisages the creation of a family-type kindergarten as
a priority for MOD military and civilian personnel, with a strong §
community and environmental education programme. “As well
as enriching the curriculum through the teachmg of topics on
the importance of armed forces and rescue services for our society, our kmdergarten will be unique insofar as it will closely co-
operate with the MOD Forestry Department and the Slovak Armed Forces Band,” Mr Kozak explained, adding that the plan co-
vers the construction of a rain garden with raised garden beds. Post-completion inspection is due in Aug 2023.

» Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad received His Excellency Mr Atha- -

nasios loannou, the new Greek Ambassador to Slovakiz, at New equlpment for MILMEDCOM

the MOD on 9 Mar. They discussed current defence cooperation as  WERIERNCIET iy R RoI@ T VRTINS

well as ways to deepen it. This was Ambassador loannou's first visit Integrated Regional Operational Programme (IROP) Open
* to the MOD since taking up his Diplomatic Service appointment in Call for Projects, the MOD has received €1,944,690 in non-

Slovakia. repayable funding to buy medical devices and laboratory
» His Excellency Mr Gautam A. Rana, the U.S. Ambassador to equipment for the Slovak Military Medical Command

Defence M i n iste r SOELCRE AT NUSHE SN RN TOIO: BRI TIRTSICY (MILMEDCOM). In his statement on the healthcare equipment

the Slovak Joint Operations Command (JOCOM) Banska Bystrica on upgrade, Brig Gen Roman Janto& MD, Commander of

= 6 Mar. They were greeted by Brig Gen Martin Michalko. In addition to
I n StOCKhOI m discussing the security situation and hybrid threats, they assessed MILMEDC.OMand Surgeon Ge.neral of the Slovak Armed
» , . the results of U.S.-SVK defence cooperation and outlined Forces, said: “The medical equipment will enable us to -
(8 Mar) Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad attended an informal the possibilities for the future. respond to emergencies caused by a virus or a pandemic and

meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council (Defence) in Stock-
holm on 7-8 Mar 2023. Defence Ministers devoted their atten-
tion to Russia's war against Ukraine, the options for backing

» The village of Pavlovce nad Uhom is putting the final touches to to carry on bqsmess .as usual at MILMEDCOM.” The ﬂrs't
the Museum of Slovak Immigration to North America. Under batch of medical equipment, worth almost €1m, was delivered
the MOD Grant Scheme, the MOD has supported this project with on 6 March. Most recently, the MOD and MILMEDCOM are

the UKR Armed Forces, and the best practice for reimbursing B o L Ve o Y s A e A R e working closely to prepare projects on energy efficiency and
the military equipment transferred from EU countries to a guided tour of the Museum from Chairman of the Immigration Mu-  [ESEVlglerS

Ukraine under the EPF off-budget funding mechanism. seum Civic Association Assoc Prof Martin Javor of the University of e .

Minister Nad said: “To make peace in Ukraine without Europe- WEES Jaroslav Nad' visits Michalovce
EESE S s DY SV VI AVLETUE ) BARMO has installed public-access automated external defib- "7 (6 Mar) Defence Minister
must be kept up, among others, via the European Peace Facil- e e N =D S R R e e R e e R R e L ek __ 1 Jaroslav Nad visited

ity, which has come to demonstrate the trustworthiness, ability RFEET A= BT =RV S e L R v = Michalovce-based members
and willingness of European partners to uphold the values of  [RiyEORI W ERREIG W =8 @ 4 of 21 Self-propelled Artillery
humanism and the right to freedom, even beyond their bor- [ IR R T O S T e LT T o @955 | Batalion and 22

ders.” He reminded that the costs of military assistance to our A S P RN N I Y S T L LA : €\  Mechanised Battalion, as
eastemn neighbour are reimbursed through the EPF, from with 61 university and college graduates and 9 staff from across De- 3 well as their barracks where
which Slovakia has so far received a total of €82m. These fence as course participants. [/ ¢ L he was keen to learn about

USSR SRCUCISE TSI IR CN LG 5 13 \Mech B Levice hosted joint training for dogs and dog han- > the latest improvements in
the Slovak Armed Forces. Ministers also addressed B dlers from across the Armed Services and Police Forces, under R i l Service conditions. While
the initiative for joint procurement of artillery ammunition to aid PR b e R R e (e e ; ; investing over €425,000 in
Ukraine and replenish domestic stockpiles. “The highest inter- [EJETSEVES ; the maintenance of

e§th|sr|]n ramplng Upl pro%uctI?nhofL]ESmm a”.'geﬂ( '\sﬂher\ljls,d!n line » Members of 53 FId Svc Bn Hiohovec took part in a tactical exer- " - s 5 neglected defence

r)vlgintede Xl:]%rt?]i?r; r?gl?t f;seoditsceLlssigaanl:laar; Isr|1 reélati()rn tao agx- cise involving the Rail Operations Company declared as one of Slo- ’ infrastructure there last year,
ed. as vakia's NATO Capability Targets, as well as in a 72-hour field training It Y TeIa N Tt aSIde €1,719,565 for this purpose this year.

sessing the results of EUMAM UA. Under the EU-led training  JERGT Its determination to improve the conditions for Eerwce !

programme, Slovakia has been involved in training Ukrainian » WW?2 veteran Zuzana Petreje celebrated her 100th birthday on 9 personnel is best evidenced by the four-fold rise in

forces since as early as last year. 5 ; -
e R . . Mar in Opatovce nad Nitrou. On behalf of the Minister of Defence, maintenance investmen
Minister Nad relished separate conversations with UKR De- [t Sy e orsto A e el ranqpesiy ain'enance invesiment

fence Minister Olexii Reznikov, CZE Defence Minister Jana sented her with the Commemorative Veterans Cross. Higher accommodation standards
Cemochova, SWE Minister for Defence Pal Jonson, BGR De- o " s - .
f » Sport shooter Patrik Jany (SVK) of the Dukla Military Sports (9 Mar) By refurbishing and repairing the accommodation
ence Minister Dimitar Stoyanov, SVN Defence Minister Marjan d : o ) ,
Centre scooped the silver medal at the 10m European Shooting facilities under the MOD Accommodation Agency (BARMO)'s
Sarec, NLD Defence Minister Kajsa Ollongren, and EU Intemal ch in Estonia's Talli . ’ -
amps in Estonia’s Tallinn. remit, the MOD works to raise accommodation standards for
Market Commissioner Thierry Breton. . ; o e
» Skier Adam Zampa (SVK) of the Dukla Military Sports Centre soldiers and civil servants. One of such facilities is the hostel
placed 22nd at the FIS Alpine Skiing World Cup in Slovenia's in SNP Heroes Street in Martin. The MOD spent €750,000 to
Kranjska Gora. upgrade it last year. In 2022, the MOD spent€1,085,120 on

FULL FIELD KIT the upgrades to its accommodation facilities and €346,718 on

. " . . the repair of its flats under BARMO's remit. Whilst
Sr\tlal(dx:n[:; §:)':gi:rzlghgzeé?nglcvm)ﬂ?lg‘;? gtI:lI:es:t'lst?n the buildings in Bratislava and Martin have already been

Zvolen live on Fri at 21.05 with a rebroadcast at upgraded, the one in Trencin is now being refurbished, and
00.30 on Sat. the refurbishment of that in Zilina is due to start still this year.

Challenging winter mountain training at the High Tatras

(10 Mar) Deploying to the High Tatras for winter training, CZE
reconnaissance troops of the NATO Multinational Battlegroup
Slovakia practised their ability to move across snow and ice,
as well as gaining first-hand experience of what it takes to get
out of an avalanche under the watchful eye of instructors. The
CZE Recce Coy takes part in mountain training every year.
Back at home in Czechia, there are mountains of low altitudes
where they are used to moving between 15km to 30km.

In Slovakia, they made the best of an environment that was
unfamiliar to them. Their ascent to Mt Chopok and its sur-
roundings was a challenge — they moved 6km along the trail
with a height difference of 1,000m. With their rucksacks on
their backs, it was a real toil. In addition to moving on the skis
and snowshoes, they also carried out a search and rescue
(SAR) mission, using the avalanche transceivers, probes and
shovels. As a rule, recce troops move separately from each
other across a variety of terrains and must be ready to help
each other in unusually complicated situations.

Number 1 among hospitals

(9 Mar) The Central Military Hospital - Teaching Hospital (CMH
-TH) Ruzomberok has been ranked as the leader of Slovakia's
university and teaching hospitals in the Dévera Insurance
Company 2022 ranking. Favourable patient satisfaction ratings
confirm that the hospital ranks among the best medical facili-
ties in the country. In his response to the news, Defence Minis-
ter Jaroslav Nad said: “The dedicated work of the hospital staff
is a quality brand. The positive feedback reflects their commit-
ment and ability to deliver the best medical services, for which
they deserve our admiration and gratitude.” In 2021,

the military hospital was ranked no worse than 2nd best in

the ranking. “My thanks go out to each and every colleague, as
none of this success would have been possible without them
working so hard,” said Director of CMH-TH Assoc Prof Ré-
bert Rusnak MD PhD.
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