MINISTRY Our Allies value Slovakia's determination and activities

OF DEFENCE (24 Mar) Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' met in person with NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg at NATO Headquarters in Brussels on Fri 24 Mar 2023. Central themes
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC of their conversation included the military assistance for Ukraine and the coordination of
steps towards securing the defence of the Alliance's territory, including NATO's deploy-
Ne 11 e Vol. XIl ¢ www.mosr.skiebulletin/ ment of forces, capabilities and command structures to Slovakia.

In a statement following the meeting, Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' said: “NATO Secre-
tary General Stoltenberg appreciated Slovakia's clear position on the strengthening of
the Alliance's eastern flank.”

Minister Nad' updated Secretary Stoltenberg on Slovakia's assistance to Ukraine thus far
and readiness to scale up munitions manufacturing to replenish military stocks at home and deliver artillery sheIIs to Ukraine.
On the Defence Investment Pledge, Mr Nad' emphasised that Slovakia will deliver on its commitment this year, taking its total
defence spending, planned and approved, to 2.01% of GDP on defence. On this note, Minister Nad and Secretary Stoltenberg
concurred that spending 2% on defence must be a floor, not a ceiling.

The NATO Chief praised Slovakia for its activities in the field of defence and security and the Slovak Armed Forces for their in-
tensive modernisation programmes.
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crease Slovakia's defence potential. Currently, we have no available on the internet. due to be complete on 31 Mar. 14 Leopard 2A4s will be delivered
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Britain's Royal Air Force Ex SLSD23 tests the ability of Allied troops to defend Slovakia

(RAF) during WW2, died

aged 100 in Brno. He was (21 Mar) Ex Slovak Shield 2023, For the first time in the history of

born on 25 Feb 1923 in one of Slovakia's largest the exercise, SVK Active

Brno. He was training to be international military exercises, Reserves (AR) soldiers from 21

a mechanical fitter just at is now culminating with the final Mech Bn TrebiSov and their

the time when he escaped tactical phase of the exercise colleagues from the V4 armed

Nazi-occupied Czechoslo- (TACEX) at the TC Le$t. Today, | forces and the Indiana National

vakia in 1939. As a 16-year-old boy, he joined Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad Guard (USA) take on the role of

the Czechoslovak Army in France. After being evacuated from [l joined Slovak Armed Forces top | | the enemy, whilst the NATO MN

France, he ended up in Britain. There, he completed a course [l commanders for the Ex SLSD23 BG SVK acts as the defending
Distinguished Visitors' Day force.

for technicians and joined the RAF as one of the youngest air-
men. From 1944 onwards, he served with Flight “B” of No 310 |l (DVD) to witness a tactical live- In addition, Ex SLSD23 serves
action demonstration. as a certification exercise for

(Czechoslovak) Squadron RAF.

In 2019, Emil Boéek was promoted to the rank of General and [ Nearly 2,000 troops, supported the Czech-led NATO

was awarded the Order of the While Lion 1st Class, by approx. 400 pieces of combat - Multinational Battlegroup

the highest Czech state honour. Among others, he received equipment, from the nations participating in the V4 and Slovakia and offers a training opportunity for selected units of

two Czechoslovak War Crosses. In a letter of condolences, the NATO MN BG SVK are testing their ability as a task force  the V4 EU BG to align their most current and relevant tactics,

Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' paid tribute to the deceased to plan and conduct a defensive operation to stop techniques and procedures ahead of their certification for
the enemy's aggression against an Allied nation. the coming stand-by period.

general for his courage in the fight against the Nazis.
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(20 Mar) State Secretary Marian Majer attended a joint session of
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