SVK President meets with mternatlonal cyber exercise winners

(14 June) SVK President Andrej Kiska, who also acts in the
capacity of Commander-in-Chief of the SVK Armed Forces,
received the winning team of the largest international cyber
exercise Locked Shields 2016 at the Presidential Palace. Of
the 26 participating countries from around the globe, the Slovak
soldiers were the best. During Exercise Locked Shields 2016,
teams of experts were tasked to fend off thousands of cyber
attacks. The specialists practised delivering solutions to inci-
dents, incident reporting, analysis and adequate response.
“The exercise is among the largest ones with the participation
of the world’s best performers, and you won it. So you are the
absolute champions. Thank you for making an excellent name
for Slovakia,” said the President. “We are rightly proud of our
soldiers” success at this exercise. Their work confirmed the
good name of our Armed Forces in the international environ-

ment,” concluded the SVK MOD State Secretary, Marian SaloA. Earller in AprlI the successful soldiers were also recognised by SVK
Minister of Defence Peter Gajdos for their performance at the international military exercise Locked Shields 2016.

JUIBRINGB/YS ISOU MMM © A ‘[OA ® GZ 'ON

Talks in Brussels

(15 June) NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg commended
the SVK Armed Forces for their assistance provided so far to
Ukraine, especially in the field of EOD specialists training. ‘I am very
much grateful to you for your real help,” said the NATO Secretary
General at the meeting with SVK Minister of Defence Peter Gajdos,
following the NATO Defence Ministers’ meeting in Brussels. Minister
Gajdo$ presented the intention to deploy a V4 training unit to the
Baltics. They discussed, among others, defence spending, the SVK
MOD’s modemisation plans, and further involvement of NATO
troops in Afghanistan. “You can continue counting on our troops and
their capabilities in Afghanistan,” emphasised the Minister. He con-
firmed that the Slovak Republic is ready to become involved in a po-
tential training of the Iraqi Security Forces, should such an operation
come into existence under the umbrella of NATO in the future. A top-
ic of discussion was also the building of the NATO Force Integration
Unit (NFIU) in Slovakia. Having met the NATO Secretary General,
Peter Gajdo$ concluded the two-day talks at the defence ministerial
in Brussels. NATO Defence Ministers also spoke of the possibilities
of cooperation between NATO and the EU in countering hybrid
threats, the assistance being delivered to Irag, and the future of the
Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan, which should go on even
beyond 2016. With the Ukrainian Minister of Defence, they dis-
cussed the progress of reforms, the defence industry, as well as fur-
ther options for NATO’s assistance to the reform process. The meet-
ing of NATO Defence Ministers was dominated by measures to
strengthen the Alliance’s deterrence and defence on the eastern
flank, which represents a joint response to the negative develop-
ments of the security environment in NATO’s neighbourhood.

e On 17 June, SVK Minister of Defence Peter Gajdo$ met with the Ambas-
sador of the Kingdom of Norway Inga Magistad. Among the issues they
raised during the meeting was the current security situation in Europe, the
upcoming NATO Summit in Warsaw or bilateral defence cooperation. The
Head of the Defence Department provided the Ambassador also with the in-
formation on the ongoing modernization projects and on Slovakia meeting its
obligations and commitments made at NATO Summit in Wales.

e On 16 June, Minister of Defence Peter Gajdo$ appointed Col GS Ing. Ra-
doslav Ivancik, PhD, to the position of a new Director General of the Hu-
man Resources Department.

e On 17 June, a muster ceremony was held on the premises of the Train-
ing Battalion Martin on the occasion of welcoming the members of the SVK
Armed Forces coming home from their tour of duty in the international crisis
management operations. Present at the event was also State Secretary Ivan
Macovsky. Within a regular rotation, altogether 61 soldiers came home from
the operations Resolute Support in Afghanistan, EUFOR-ALTHEA in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and EUMM in Georgia. The State Secretary expressed his
acknowledgement to them for representing Slovakia in an excellent manner.
He also extended his thanks to the families and relatives of the soldiers for
the support provided. The ceremony was also graced with the presence of
Michael Longstaff, Defence Attaché of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. It was the British Royal Air Force that provided for
transportation of our troops from Afghanistan.

e On 15 June, the Presidential Palace saw the visitors eager to be there
again on the occasion of the Open Day. They had an opportunity to see the
representation premises of the Palace, the exhibition performances of the
Honour Guard and the military music bands, concert of the Military Music
Band Banska Bystrica, ceremonial Guard Mounting, displays of the equip-
ment used by the Honour Guard of the President of the Slovak Republic or
dynamic demonstrations of self-defence, all of that taking place in the seat of
the Head of the State.

e On9-12 June, the Tactical Wing Slia¢ presented two aircraft MiG-
29AS at the International Air Show in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands. The Air
Base saw representation from 16 countries and more than 300,000 specta-
tors. They could see the aircraft C-17A Globemaster Ill, C-16 Typhoon, Su-
permarine Spitfire, E-3A Sentry AWACS, Eurofighter Typhoon and Saab
JAS-39C Gripen. Introduced for the first time in Europe was Lockheed Mar-
tin F-35A Lightning 1. The visitors could see the aerobatic performance by
Deputy Commander of the Tactical Wing Slia¢ Lt Col Martin Kuterka, flying
MiG-29AS, and other dynamic demonstrations. The visitors also took great
interest in static displays of the aircraft.

o Slovak troops operating in UNFICYP operation in Cyprus, won the Mili-
tary Skills Competition, an international competition aimed at military skills.
The summer round of the competition was held in Nicosia and saw participa-
tion of eight teams. The individual disciplines put to the test their fitness and
physical condition, as well as their knowledge. The Slovak team was evalu-
ated as the best one in 5 out of 9 disciplines. Even Minister of Defence Peter
Gajdo$ expressed his satisfaction with their performance: “l am most
pleased to see that when it comes to the performance of tasks and duties
our troops proved to be highly responsible and well-prepared and as such
they can do well in a competition in a multinational environment.”

e On 8- 10 June, the inter-departmental workshop of the Labour Inspec-
tion and Fire Control authorities was held, attended also by the representa-
tives of the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Labour, So-
cial Affairs and Family, the National Labour Inspectorate, Financial Admin-
istration of the Slovak Republic and the Corps of Prison and Court Guard. Its
objective was to define priorities in the field of specialized labour inspection
and fire control. The participants were introduced to the conditions of every-
day life and training in the Tactical Wing Slia¢, with a focus on the issues of
health protection and work safety, as well as on control of safety of the tech-
nical devices and fire control.

M. Kostarakos on visit

T (16 June) Based on invitation
=34 of Chief of the General Staff of
| the Armed Forces of the Slo-
vak Republic Gen Milan Max-
im, Chair of the EU Military
Committee Gen Mikhail
Kostarakos made a visit to the
Slovak Republic. Gen Maxim
and State Secretary Macovsky

mtroduced him tothe structure of the SVK Armed Forces. Among the

issues raised in their discussion was the EU Battle Group formed by
the Visegrad countries, which will remain in the state of readiness until
the end of June 2016. They also talked about a project of another bat-
tle group that should be in the state of readiness in 2019. The Chair-
man of the EU Military Committee was also informed of the military
priorities during Slovakia’s Presidency of the Council of the European
Union. In this respect, Gen Kostarakos expressed his commitment to
strongly support the declared priorities of Slovakia with a view to our
Presidency of the Council of the EU.

Congratulations to winner

(18 June) Whitewater canoeist
Alexander Slafkovsky from the
Military Sport Centre Dukla
Banska Bystrica won the World
Cup, being the best in men’s
C1, in Pau, France. It is the sec-
ond competition he has won so
far out of the three rounds of the

World Cup. One week ago, he

won Canoe SIanm World Cup in La Seu d'Urgell, Spain. Minister of

Defence Peter Gajdo$ extended to him congratulations on telephone.
“It's a shame that he cannot represent Slovakia at the summer Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro. | am convinced, though, that on many other oc-
casions and sporting events we will hear a lot about him,” he said.

Meetmg with Ambassador

(15 June) State Secretary Ivan
Macovsky received in audience
Ambassador of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland Andrew John Garth.
In their discussion, they raised
the topical issues of bilateral co-
operation and talked also about
the programme pnormes of the Defence Department and preparation
of the practicable plan of construction and modernization. They con-
curred that cooperation between our countries can be viewed, in the
long term, as excellent. What Ambassador Garth appreciated in partic-
ular was increased cooperation in the field of education and training.
However, he sees more room for cooperation in the field of sharing
experience and lessons learned as to active reserves as well as Presi-
dency of the Council of the EU. “We will very much appreciate Brit-
ain’s willingness to share their experience in the field of active re-
serves,” stated State Secretary Ivan Macovsky and he highlighted the
secondment of the British expert at the SVK Ministry of Defence dur-
ing Slovakia’s Presidency of the Council of the EU.

Minister Gajdos introduces his priorities to SVK MOD employees in Brussels

(14 June) SVK Minister of Defence Peter Gajdos introduced the pri-
orities for the upcoming four years to the SVK MOD employees
working in Brussels with the Permanent Delegation of the Slovak
Republic to NATO and the Permanent Representation of the Slo-
vak Republic to the EU. In Belgium, he participated in the meeting
of NATO Defence Ministers on 14-15 June.

“What | expect from you is professionalism, subject matter exper-
tise, and responsible work. On the other hand, | want to reassure
you that if you have a problem | can help you with, you can turn to
me for advice. | know many of you in person from the time | served
as the Military Representative in Brussels or as a professional sol-
dier of the SVK Armed Forces,” he said.

To members of the Permanent Delegation of the Slovak Republic
to NATO, the Minister introduced the SVK MOD’s priorities, arising
out of the SVK Government's Manifesto Commitments. He in-
formed them of the efforts to update the White Paper on Defence of
the Slovak Republic, as well as of the SVK MOD's ambition to up-
date its strategic documents. In this respect, the SVK MOD will par-
ticipate in updating the Security Strategy of the Slovak Republic in

cooperation with the SVK Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs,
update the Defence Strategy of the Slovak Republic, and create a
military strategy.

At the North Atlantic Council's meeting at the level of NATO De-
fence Ministers, the Visegrad Group countries presented their in-
tention to deploy training units to the Baltics in 2017. Each V4
country will commit a company-sized unit, to be rotated every three
months. The first to operate in Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia will be
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Czech soldiers, followed by Slovak, Hungarian, and, finally, Polish
troops. Commenting on this, the SVK Minister said: “On defence
and protection of the Alliance’s eastern flank, the V4 has adopted
an important decision. It is our joint contribution to security and, at
the same time, an example of outstanding regional cooperation.”
The North Atlantic Council's meeting was, for the first time, attend-
ed by Montenegrin Defence Minister Prof Milica Pejanovi¢ Buriic,
PhD, who was greeted also by the SVK Minister of Defence. He in-
formed her of the SVK National Council’s consent to the ratification
of the Protocol on the Accession of Montenegro to NATO. As a re-
sult, the Slovak Republic became the fourth Ally to do so. The ratifi-
cation of the Accession Protocol for Montenegro at the Slovak Par-
liament is a confirmation of our long-term foreign policy, in which
the integration of the Western Balkans into the Euro-Atlantic struc-
tures is an important priority,” emphasised the Minister.

Apart from the official discussions, Peter Gajdos also met with the
European Union’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Se-
curity Policy Federica Mogherini to discuss the Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the European Union.
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